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ABSTRACT: Single-use packaging is a primary cause of the plastic crisis and a major contributor to the climate crisis. Reuse is the most effective solution. PR3’s mission is to empower and accelerate reuse systems around the world. Over the past 4 years, PR3 began convening a balanced set of stakeholders from across the value chain, including packaging manufacturers, brand owners, retailers, service providers, waste workers, public health experts, and activists, to develop standards for reusable packaging systems. The standards set minimum requirements to ensure interoperability between businesses and communities, enabling shared return points, logistics, and wash hubs. The standards include safety, durability, and labeling requirements, and require a minimum number of use-cycles and return rates to ensure environmental performance. PR3’s standards are the only global standards for reuse and are in the process of being accredited by the American National Standards Institute and other international standards bodies.


